
Use this multi-sided journal entry to record your thoughts on the events that unfolded in the 

film, Black and Blue. The first column lists an event.  In the second column, put yourself in the 

shoes of Willis Ward and write what you think he may have written in a journal as a response 

to that event.  In the third column, imagine what Gerald Ford may have written. The last col-

umn is for you to record your own response. Your response may tell your own reaction to 

what happened, it may be a connection to something else you have experienced, read, or 

heard about, or it may be a question you have about the event.   

Event Willis Ward’s Entry Gerald Ford’s Entry My Entry  

Gerald Ford and Willis Ward 

meet at University of Michigan 

and become friends at a time 

where interracial friendships 

were uncommon.  

   

The decision is made to bench 

Willis Ward during the game 

against Georgia Tech.  He lis-

tens to the game on his radio 

while his teammates play. 

   

Gerald Ford and Willis Ward 

remain friends into adulthood 

and continue to support one 

another.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

Name: 


